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Featured Training Facility

The Maryland School of Sailing & Seamanship

in June 1999 on a 650 mile ASA 108 ocean training cruise to Bermuda.
Pictured (L to R) Joe Mele, Ken Price, Jim Larkey, Mike Holt, Jack
Morton and Mike McGovern.

The Maryland School of Sailing &
Seamanship, noted for its extensive
ocean training program in sailing yachts
of 40 to 50 feet, has expanded its course
offerings to several additional areas
including the Azores/Canary Islands, the
Caribbean, Mystic and the Pacific
Northwest, The school conducts the full
range of ASA keelboat certification
courses in areas of the Chesapeake Bay
and western Atlantic Ocean using Island
Packet cruising yachts. Their program
covers all levels of instruction for the
serious cruiser, starting with basic sailing
on large cruising boats and progresses
through all levels to ocean sailing,
coastal and celestial navigation and
offshore passage preparation from which
they’ve graduated over 3000 stdents
during the past ten years. Their web site
at www.mdschool.com lists their
complete sailing program through 2002
and reports on many of their cruises.
The Maryland School empha-
sizes learning to sail large cruising
yachts in comfort and safety. Nancy
Suloman, who manages the school, said
that “Owr training cruises are focused on
people who want to charter or do
extended cruising in their own boats, but

first want the formalized training and
guidance from experts who have done a
lot of it themselves.” She went on to say
that “Thorough preparation is the way to
avoid trouble and to increase enjoyment
when sailing sophisticated yachts in
remote areas away from the distractions
and support of modern society™.

The Basic level sailing courses
(ASA 101 & 103) are each conducted as
four-day live aboard courses on cruising
yachts of 30 to 35 feet in the Chesapeake
Bay and the Caribbean. ASA 104 is a
five-day cruising course to various ports
in Chesapeake Bay or eight days in the
Caribbean. ASA 106 is an eight-day
extended cruising course conducted in
several locations including a 400 mile
circumnavigation of the DELMARVA
peminsula, cruises between Norfolk,
Mystic and Nantucket, cruises through
the San Juan Islands and British Colum-
bia and the Virgin Islands. In 2002 this
advanced coastal program will be
extended to the Azores and Canary
islands in the Eastern Atlantic.

In addition, the school has
conducted over 80 ocean training cruises
since 1991 including the 1500 mile blue
water cruise between Norfolk and the

USVI and numerous 700 mile cruises
between Norfolk and Bermuda and
Norfolk and the Bahamas all of which
include Gulf Stream crossings and
rounding Cape Hatteras. Last year’s first
Bermuda cruise aboard HALIMEDA, an
Island Packet 435, is typical of these cruises
as told by Captain Tom Tursi who has
sailed across all of the world’s major
oceans:

"It's a brilliant, sunny day with
typical puffy white clouds and bright blue
skies. My two shipmates are swimming
around in the emerald green water,
splashing and charttering like a couple of
kids. Now and then they dive for the
bottom and come up with some mystery of
the deep. I've just finished my swim and,
cool and refreshed, begin to jot these notes
about the very enjoyable cruise that we've
just completed from Norfolk to this
beautiful island of Bermuda.

Actually, we started back in Rock Hall,
MD our home base when I boarded
HALIMEDA, an Island Packet 45 sailing
yacht on May 20th to finalize preparations
and loading for this cruise. HALIMEDA
had just completed an intense, ten day yard
period where she was hauled for bottom
inspection and painting, engine and shaft
maintenance, electronics survey and
repairs, sails and rigging repairs and
adjustments and a host of other precaution-
ary work needed to prepare her for the
next 2-1/2 months during which she would
complete two round trip ocean cruises to
Bermuda plus a cruise to Mystic, Nan-
tucket and back to the Chesapeake by
early August."

"On May 20th Dan Smith, one of
our Bermuda cruise students, boarded in
Rock Hall to assist me in preparations and
the delivery trip down bay to Norfolk. Dan
is a computer programming specialist and
he eagerly dove into the myriad of
electronics and other technical equipment
onboard HALIMEDA including GPS, auto
pilot, radar, SSB and VHF radios, chart
plotter, a completely integrated wind and
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